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It will not be possible, in this chapter, to do more
than summarize the later speeches. Again and
again the moral issue was raised, that, however
carefully the process of air-bombing might be safe-
guarded, the principle itself was wrong. If air-
bombing were allowed on the North-West Frontier,
it must equally be allowed in Abyssinia, and also
in any future struggle in Europe. The point was
constantly made that its use could not possibly be
limited, if it once were permitted at all. "What is
the difference," the next speaker asked, "between
dropping bombs on a Frontier village and dropping
bombs on London? Is it the difference of the
people and country? Is it a difference between
European and non-European ? Such differences can-
not for a moment be defended! Is it harmful to
drop a bomb on St. Paul's Cathedral and harmless
to drop a bomb on a village mosque ? Can you have
one code for your own acts and another code for
the acts of others ?"
The temper of the House was rising, when a
Muhammadan, who was a Government nominee
from the North-West Frontier Province, began to
defend the Government position. The anger of the
elected members was roused and bitter taunts were
levelled against him. As he tried to go on, he could
hardly obtain a hearing. The Foreign Secretary
(Mr. J. G. Acheson), who intervened on behalf
of Government at this stage in the debate, tried
to pour oil on the troubled waters. His speech
followed closely the line which Mr. Tottenham